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CIVILIZATION REQUIRES PROPER PRIORITIES

To paraphrase a recent article
published in the May 22nd edition of
a local newspaper, entitled "Brain-
dead Priorities", it was said that
it is now within the state's grasp
to control prison growth costs and
free up funds for true imperatives
such as creating an educated work
force that can lead the 2lst century
economy. But that seems unlikely
with the current brain-dead bunch of
politicians in the state's capitol,
who care more about pandering to the
'lock-'em-up' crowd than unlocking

opportunities for young
californians.

The  editorial was _ making
reference to  the  California

legislature, and how it had recently
passed yet another bill that
creates, and funds, the most massive
prison construction/expansion seen
in the state for several years. The
bill (A.B.900) provides nearly
$8 Billion for massive expansion of
the state's prison system. This
$8 Billion will be provided in
addition to the $10 Billion that the
state already spends annually on its
dysfunctional prison system.

What is interesting is how
everyone seems to know that this
money we're talking about, is
taxpayer funded. The taxpayers, on
the other hand, have been repeatedly
polled on these issues, and they've
consistently stated that it's a
greater priority to fund higher
education, rather than continuing
these massive expenditures for the
miserably failed prison system that
does nothing to make the public any
safer. The question one must ask is;
does the legislature represent the
people who are otherwise known as
the "taxpayer", or does the
legislature represent "The State".
A similar kind of disconnect seems
to have taken place on the National
level. Our Nation's citizenry
launched a massive campaign to elect
a Congress, with a Democrat
majority, sending a clear and
consistent message (to the Democrats
in particular) that it's time to
conclude the war in Iraq. The public
has remained mindful of this
governments' use of Abu Ghraib, and
Guantanamo  Bay,  despite  the
mainstream media's fleeting
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interest. -Yet the war continues and
the Democrat majority Congress,
vhile paying lip-service to the
contrary, continues to fund it.

What does all of this prove?
Well, it proves that the two major
parties that have ruled this Country
for so long, truly do know just what
it is that the masses want, and
simply have no interest in
delivering it. e

As term-to-life prisoners, we
understand all too well what it
means to be without any meaningful
representation. We also know all too
well what kinds of oppression are
the natural evolution of a "system"
governed by a legislative process
that is not representative of those
who it is charged with governing.
Fundamental rights which have their
source, and  are explicitly
guaranteed, in the federal and state
constitutions, become vague and
arbitrary at best. Civil liberties
such as your freedom of speech,
press, association, and religion,
become curtailed or withdrawn with
little consideration to due process
or equal protection rights. Civil
rights such as your ability to vote
or not be discriminated against
based on race, sex, religion or
other issues relating to efforts in
prison and parole reform that are
often  recognized as  liberty
interests, are easily diluted with a
small change of "regulation" by the
governing entity.

Term-to-life prisoners are
annually asked to bring themselves
into compliance with at least the
minimal standards of a civilized
society. Most term-to-life prisoners
will normally achieve a level of
personal growth that goes far beyond

this minimal standard. This is
evidenced by their less than 3%
recidivism rate. However, it would
be nice if society could bring a
better example of civilization to
the table. "Civilization" implies an
improved and progressive condition
of the people, living under an
organized government. It consists
not merely in material gains, or in
advancement in culture, science, and
knowledge, but also in doing of
equal and exact  justice. Anything
short of that truly does represent a
civilization with some pretty
"Brain-dead" priorities.

EDUCATION

You should have education enough
so that you won't have
to look up to people;
and then more education
so that you will be wise enough
not to look down on people.

M.L.BOREN

ASKING THE RIGHT QUESTIONS

Remember the question "What do
you want to be when you grow up?"
Was your answer something that you
later built upon and carried with
you into adulthood? Did the question
motivate you or shape your future in
some way? Have you achieved those
goals yet?

Questions you may wish to ask
yourself are "What kind of person do
I want to be?" "Do I want to forever
be a convict, or a free citizen?"
"Do I want to be someone that others
can trust?" "Do I want to be angry:
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relationships?" "Do I want to be
someone who is positive,
goal-oriented, successful, dynamic,

inspirational, and/or motivational?"
And then ultimately, you ask "Am I
who I want to be?"

The question can be answered on a
small scale; "I don't want to use
bad language anymore!" Or, you may
wish to answer that question on a
larger scale; "I want to get out of
prison and lead a normal life as a
citizen!" Once answered, you've got
to take the necessary steps to be
that person. Wanting something won't
just make it happen. Some answers
could take some time, but to stop
short is accepting yourself as you
are, and not necessarily who you may
wish to be.

For example, if you should tell
yourself "I want to be a happier
person that doesn't get angry at
everything." Perhaps you could try
examining the causes of your anger
and decide to react differently or
even try to avoid these situations
completely, (if you need more time
to gain more control over your
anger) might be something to
consider. Learn to enjoy yourself
more by only doing things that
interest you. If you make more
effort to satisfy your own desires,
you'll have more patience when
caught in situations not of your
choosing.

Take control of who you are and
be responsible for what you put out
there. We all find ourselves at
times, in those situations that we
don't prefer. Be a person who knows
how to resolve those situations!
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

We congratulate the Oakland
chapter of Critical Resistance (CR)
in conducting such a concise and
insightful survey during the past
several months. CR is a national
grassroots organization striving to
end society's reliance on prisons as
a "solution" to social, political
and economic problems. They seek to
be guided and led by those most
impacted by this over-reliance on
incarceration. Within the last 9
years, they have formed CR chapters
in Baltimore, Chicago, Gainesville,
Los Angeles, Oakland, New York City,
New Orleans, Tampa-St. Petersburg,
and Washington DC.

During the month of May, CR

published the results of their
survey. The issue that toj their
survey with 61% of the vote: "Gain

parole for those serving [term-to-]
life sentences with the possibility
of parole." The following five
issues came in as their next highest
priorities: Reducing prison
population through sentencing reform
(55%); Stop new prison construction
(43%); Stop employment barriers for

people with convictions (43%);
Increase  support services for
parolees (40%); Abolish  "Three

Strikes" laws (35%).

We encourage all
prisoners, and all family and
friends, to please help support
these organizations that have stated
their top priority as ‘"Gaining
parole for those serving life
sentences" such as the term-to-life
prisoners. We will provide the CR
address on page 8 of this
newsletter. Please contact them with
your input on these issues. Family

and friends who vish to get involved
can at: www.criticalresistance.org.

term-to-life
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The following is an excerpt from
a parole hearing (BPH) that took
place in February of 2007. The word
"inaudible” is regularly inserted
within these transcripts where the

transcriber claims that the
recording of the hearing was
unclear.

Prisoner: But...

Commissioner: [inaudible], let me
tell you why. It's all about
protecting your rights, okay? We

don't have that information. You
didn't come in here prepared today,
as far as I'm concerned.

Prisoner: I came in prepared for a
denial.

Commissioner: Well, no, no. Let's
not let him go there, okay? Your
last hearing, 2003, -the Governor
has a [inaudible] parole policy. New
court cases will prove this. Until
then, a subsequent hearing remains
futile and unfair under the
circumstances. Other than signing
this, "I shall not participate" that
was back in 032 That was a two year
stipulation? In 07, I'm sorry

For several years, prisoners have
been litigating, and the courts have
been considering, whether or not the
Governors in California have what
is known to be a "No parole policy".

Commissioner: I suspect you might
very well be okay on the street, but
1'11 be damned if I'm going to
[inaudible] without being absolutely
sure of it and your rights have been
protected. But with the hearing,
because I'm pretty sure the governor
would turn it over. He's [inaudible]
that it was an inappropriate
[inaudible]. Does it all make sense
to you?

Prisoner: Yes, sir.

Commissioner: And one other thing
you just, I would like you, I mean,
how many times have you signed that
hearing rights form, do you think,
since this would have been your llth
subsequent?

Prisoner: Well, I...

Commissioner: Eleven times?

Whether the Governor's office
continues to have an illegal "No
Parole Policy” is currently the
subject of litigation throught many
courts in the State of California.

INITIATIVE COUNTS

Please convey to your family and
friends the urgent need to inform
their Governor, and the legislature,
that we need to see a reasonable
level of fairness in the parole
process. Family and friends should
write the Governor's Office, the
Chair of the Senate Rules Committee,
and the individual members of the
Rules Committee. Ask why there is an
anti supportive witness policy.
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The month of May was an interesting one for those who watch the continuing
struggle California's legislature has in justifying its grotesquely over
sized, and over populated prison system. Here are a few glimpses covering
the past few weeks:

During the first week of May, Gov. Schwarzenegger hailed, and signed,
Assembly Bill 900, and made claims that this AB 900 will "provide the
infrastructure we need to relieve overcrowding." Senator Romero, however,
said it represents just another prison construction plan for the state and
that the administration missed a chance to incorporate a major sentencing
and parole overhaul in the package, items that would reduce the need for new
prison construction in the future.

11111117 LLLLLETS 11111117

During the second week of May, Robert Sillen, the federal receiver for the
prison system's medical delivery, filed his recommendation with the court
stating that the component of AB 900 to "infill" beds to existing prisons
"does nothing to address the serious levels of crowding within the CDCR's
most dangerous high security prisons.” Within Mr. Sillen's recommendations,
he concludes on page 42 by stating "Population limits may help effectuate a
more timely and cost effective remedial process."

LLLLLELL 11111117 1111111/

During the third week of May, Gov. Schwarzenegger presents his newly revised
State budget. In 1985, California spent just 4.3% of its budget on corrections
and rehabilitation. Next year, the state is spending nearly 10%, or almost
$10 billion, not including the almost $8 billion that AB 900 will provide.
Gov. Schwarzenegger and legislative leaders continue to hail AB 900 as a
bipartisan solution to California's prison overcrowding crisis. The governor's
Chief Deputy of Legal Affairs, Ms. Louis Mauro, said "We're telling the

court that there's no need to refer this to a three-judge panel because the
state is acting aggressively," to reduce its prison population. Attorney Don
Specter of the Prison Law Office said "the proposals in the filing don't

come close to convincing him that the state can reduce its prison population.
on its own."

/1111117 11111117 L1111

During the fourth week of May, it was determined that within five years,
California's expenditures on prisons will overtake the money it spends on the
University of California, CSU campuses and community colleges, according to
a report in the San Francisco Chronicle.
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What is it like to hot be able to
communicate with those who are dear
to you? You hear of people caught in
airports during winter storms
ranting and raving at airline
workers due to the effects of this
kind of separation. Contact with
those we cherish helps to keep us
centered and whole.

Now assume you are not allowed to
speak with family, friends, or even
business associates. Government and
big businesses will tell you that
you can, but only if you pay them
(in advance) a rate of 50¢ to $2 and
up per minute. Yet, it will not be
you who pays the bill; it will be
those you are calling. If payment is
not made, then their phones will be
"blocked" from receiving your calls.

You become outraged that such a
thing could be happening in this
country! Well, it happens every day
in our state and federal prisons
throughout the United States. It's
being done to the poorest, most
under represented, destitute class
of our citizenry. It's being done
without so much as a whisper from
our voting public. Why? Because so
far, only the family and friends of
the convicted have been nailed by
this type of injustice. But the
burden upon all is heavy and far
reaching, and it also says something
about the core of our society's
morality.

In a nation that espouses the
goal to rehabilitate the convicted
that are housed within this massive
prison oriented country, California
and most of the other states have
failed miserably. Family and
community ties are essential to such
goals. The abuse of telephone over—

charging by companies like AT&T and
MCI is no less then a design to
hinder, or perhaps even stop, any
efforts by the incarcerated to
attempt rehabilitation. Frustrating
family members, friends, churches;
and prospective employers who are
our life-line to society, is what
they are accomplishing.

As term-to-life prisoners, we
have a long term and personal
experience with these abuses, as do
our families and friends. Under the
previous rates of ATS&T, we could
make 40 calls at the same cost of 10
calls made under the current MCI
contract. Calls are often blocked
without reason, and then
mysteriously unblocked. This can
stress relationships and family ties
in many unseen ways. It's only with
extraordinary effort on all our
parts that we have maintained
meaningful relationships. This is
particularly true for those with
family that live out-of-state. The
distance for traveling makes visits
less likely, making those people
even more dependent on the calls;
calls that have the highest
premiums.

How would the public react to
being treated like this? One can
only assume MCI would go out of
business, and we'd have a new group
of politicians running the show.

& ,/"

PROPS FOR PRU

Our thanks to Prisoner Rights Union
for sending along the BPH data.
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FOR THE PERIOD OF

APRIL 2, 2007, THRU MAY 4, 2007

During this 30 day period, the California Board of Parole Hearings conducted 551
parole suitability hearings within their adult male jurisdiction. Of the 551 parole
hearings conducted, only, 70 were the prisoner's "Initial" parole hearing. The
remaining 481 hearings were conducted as "Subsequent” hearings; meaning that the
prisoner has previously been denied parole at least once at a prior parole hearing.

The following information reflects the total number of hearings conducted at each
prison during this 30 day period, and the number of those who had already served at
least 20 Yrs., 25 ¥re., or 30 ¥Yrs. toward their current terms.

San Luis Obispo (CC)

Corcoran (COR) Total
20yrs

New Folsom (SAC)

San Quentin (SQ)

calipatria (CAL) Total: 4

Delano (KVSP) Total: &

|coalinga (Bvse)
20yrs: 13

** Of the 551 parole hearings conducted during this 30 day
period, Gt least 400 (733) Of these term-to-life prisoners
have remained incarcerated since prior to 1986.
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focusing on’ issues of primary concern to those serving a long-term
incarceration. All material contained within Voices.Con has been provided
exclusively by California's term-to-life prisoner population, unless
otherwise noted. This information has been designed to also potentially be
of benefit in other jurisdictions having term-to-life and long-term
prisoners, as well as interested citizens or family members. No persons
‘affiliated with the Voices.Con newsletter are lawyers. Information
provided herein is not intended as a substitute for proper legal advice.
Bll questions or comments on information contained herein should be
directed to our Editor, Dave. Contact him by Email at: voicesinfo@cox.net

Visit us at:
NOTICE TO VOICES.CON READERS

The Voices.Con newsletter, and all
previous editions, may now be
downloaded online at no charge. Our
website is intended to provide
families of the incarcerated, and
other interested members of the
public, an intimate look at the
human side of long-term confinement
and the eminent need to reform our
parole laws. The website has several
links (some under construction) that
will permit the user to investigate
and gain insights into current court
ruling's relating to Parole Law, and
voice their opinions on parole
issues by visiting the User Survey
link. Also available are links that
will provide visitors an opportunity
to Converse with the currently
incarcerated, find other forms of
Prisoner Advocacy, and participate
in constructive conversation on the
website at Lifers Converse.

All of the Voices.Con website
material will continue to be written
solely by term-to-life prisoners. It
is our hope that as this newsletter
broadens its circulation to the
public, the public's perception of
term-to-life prisoners will be
broadened as well. We thank you for
your interests in social justice and
the reform of laws governing parole.

http//www-emitine.con/voices-con
CONTACTS:

Prisoners' Rights Union (PRU)

P.O. Box 161321

Sacramento, CA 95816-1321

Tel: 916-442-2240

(Many self-help manuals & information
related to prison & parole issues)

Critical Resistance (Northeast Office)
968 Atlantic Ave., lst Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11238

Tel: 718-398-2825

Critical Resistance (Southern Office)
4041 Tulane Ave., Suite 103

New Orleans, LA 70119

Tel: 504-488-2994

Critical Resistance (National Office)
1904 Franklin St., Suite 504
Oakland, CA 94612

Tel: 510-444-0484

Web: www.criticalresistance.org

Uncommon Law -K. Wattley, Attorney

400 Derby Ave., Suite 8

Oakland, CA 94601

Tel: 510-535-0100

(New address effective May/2007)
**Please note that information relating
to the ongoing Rutherford/Lugo case
may be obtained by writing to Uncommon
Law at the new address provided above.

Page 8




Word Document Compliments of http://voicesdotcon.org

