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actually seem to feel that once
they've paid the public with the
ritual lip-service, their
obligations to the public have
ended.

Regardless of whether or not the
official is an Assemblymember,
Senator, Congressmember or Governor,
or whether or not they've mislead
the public into voting democrat, or
republican, they'll always return to
their Capitol offices and wait for
the calls from the lobbiests
representing the various corporate
interests. -And this will determine
which legislation is introduced, and
how it will be voted on.

Prisoners of the State are not
particularly shocked at today's ever
increasing level of oppressive and
dictatorial indifference imposed on
"free society" by it's government.
In fact, it is free society that
should be taking heed of what's
going on in the prisons of today, if
they wish to have any hope of ever
seeing what they can  expect
tomorrow. After all, our every move
inside these prisons have been under
the watchful eye of cameras long
before they decided that that’s a
good idea for every street in every

neighborhood. We've-been having our
personal property taken by the
State, with little to no due
process, long before it was made

legally permissible in  society.
There seems to be anendess list
Of these kind of parallels. All of
these decisions also seem to have
been made by politicians for purely
political reasons, to the detriment
of the powerless masses.

In the mid 1980's, California's
politicians began using the fear
tactics of crime in order to gain
votes. In turn, the State was forced

to throw billions of dollars into
building a massive prison system now
comprised of 34 prisons, built in
remote desert-like corners of the
state so as not to upset the
urbanites. Unfortunately, these are
also areas where dentists, doctors,
psychiatrists, and various other
essential professionals would not
live or work in.

These purely political choices
alvays (and did) have the obvious,
inevitable result in the end:
unconstitutionally inadequate medical,
mental and dental-health care; out-
of-control, brutal and mismanaged
human warehouses; and a parole
system in shambles. The term-to-life
prisoner population should remind
their friends and family, who reside
among the voting public, for every
right they willingly forfeit today,
they will have twenty rights
forbidden them tomorrow.

DISCOVERY

Every day
increases the sheer weight
of knowledge put into our hands,
some new power control
over natural processes...
our age is being forcibly reminded
that knowledge is no substitute
for wisdom.
Far and away
the most important thing
in human life is living it.

FRANK R. BARRY

SORTING MATTERS OF IMPORTANCE

Let's consider a
significant  things

couple of
relating to
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having patience in a variety of
circumstances. Understanding these
things can help a person become more
effective in everything they do,
including on the job, and in
relationships with others.

Often, many people will put an
undue emphasis on some upcoming
event. Tt quickly becomes something
that they must do. While it may be
true that they really do desire to
be somewhere or do something, the
truth of the matter is, they could
stand to miss it without any
hardship. Many times, there are
alternatives that haven't been
considered; will there be another
chance to do the same thing in the
future? Can rescheduling one or the
other also work?

Once it's been realized that
something is not all that it's been
made out to be, or you've discovered
that it's simply out of your control,
accept that possibility. Accept that
that things are going to happen and
that you can only affect how you are
going to react to them. You could
still consider the possibility that
things will change, and be prepared
if they do, but your plans should be
centered on what is actually likely
to happen. -Keeping in mind that
what eventually does happen, may not
alvays be what you had hoped would
happen, or even expected to happen.

After having mastered the ability
to follow these patterns in life, it
happens almost immediately, like a
release of pressure. You now know
that you are not involved or
concerned with what you have "let
go" of. It cannot affect you
negatively, and now you can focus on
other things within your control,
and those that will impact your
future.

For most people, this will be
about living in the present, and not
stressing on the calendar. Those who
get stressed tend to not be living
in the present, and haven't realized
that certain things are not within
their control yet. Many just don't
see that there are alternatives they
could choose. Knowing that there are
alternative ways to make a more
efficient use of your time, and do
certain things differently, will
almost always compliment your need
for time to accomplish your long
term goals.

LESSONS FROM OVERSEAS

In Sweden and Switzerland, they
have a rather novel approach to the
rehabilitation of the incarcerated.
Unlike the California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation
(CDCR), the Swedes and Swiss truly
are sincere in their efforts to
reintegrate their wayward children
(prisoners) back in to mainstream
society. A debt is forgiven when
the rehabilitation and term has been
completed.

The Europeans do this by
mandating certain programs like
educational, vocational,
psychological programming, prior to
release from prison. However, these
programs are not the superficial
programs the CDCR produces staffed
by primarily pro-punishment, anti-
rehabilitation minded employees. The
Europeans utilize programs with
small working groups, with intimate
services designed to open individual
prisoners to the possibilities of
living peaceful and with
consideration for others, and not
just thinking of ones self as a
separate "me against the world" guy.
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In their effort to create a true
and legitimate form of
rehabilitation, family housing units
are located directly on prison
grounds, where prisoners' families
{vives and children) live with the
prisoner. This helps the prisoner to
see first hand how his criminal
actions have hurt those dearest to
him. It also allows for healing and
support to take place. This is the
antithesis of what the CDCR has done
by taking term-to-life prisoners'
family visiting, and how most
visiting room staff do their
damnedest to hinder tenderness and
any human affection in the visiting
rooms. Most of the currently
enforced CDCR policies seem to only
exist to further an apparent
contempt tovard prisoners and their
family members. This kind of
contempt is only encouraged by the
kind of training that staff
regularly —receive; a kind of
training designed to foster the idea
that all prisoners, and their family
members, are always out to get
something over on them, or possibly
hurt them in some way. This kind of
training only serves to breed
negative traits in 90% of the staff
that receive it.

In Switzerland, personal
interaction between staff and
prisoner is considered a good thing,
as is community and prisoner
relationships. Treating a person
like a human being, and helping the
prisoner come to terms with the
harsh  realities of loss and
suffering, is considered to be all
of the staff's responsibility. In
today's CDCR, most staff are afraid
to do this for fear of being labeled
"over familiar” with the prisoners.
The prison staff have  been

instructed that matters of that
nature are the responsibility of the
psychological staff only. What this
means is that most prisoners are

overlooked, ignored, and left to
fend for themselves with no
available "tools" with which they

could use to help themselves in
dealing with their problems.
Both the Swedes and Swiss (in

fact, most  Western  European
Countries) have very specific
programs  designed to integrate

prisoners back in té society. These
programs begin upon incarceration,
and never are they begun just prior
to ~release, as the CDCR's
current pre-release programs do.
They are designed to cover every
aspect of living in a free society

with the goal of bringing the
prisoner an ability to be law
abiding and responsible.

California's previous "pre-release
program’ made an attempt at this
during the last 6 to 12 months of
incarceration, but cut it's funding,
thus ending it.

California's currently utilized
rehabilitative programs are the
barest possible minimum to cover the
"R" in  CDC(R). Gone are the
multitude of psychiatric groups, and
one-on-one interaction that was once
available; the encouragement and
support of numerous  religious
groups; individuals who freely gave
of their time and lives to help
prisoners succeed; the availability
of college programs to  all
prisoners, not just the ones with
money, through Pell Grants, and
other forms of grant monies. Should
California's prison system return

back to these programs, the
successful  parole rates would
obvicusly skyrocket.

Any nev  programs should also
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to succeed after release from
prison.  Monies  for  housing,
clothing, food, work tools, are no
longer provided under the current
system. Assistance in job placement
is gone. The goal of helping
parolees to succeed seems totally
absent. The PACT program is
attempting to do some of this, but
falls far short of its potential.
Instead, California's politicians
are passing legislation to expand
prisons, and spending vast amounts
of time on passing other bills that
are purely symbolic, and mean
nothing at the end of the day.
California used to have some of
the most progressive prison programs
when it came to supporting those who
wish to succeed on parole, preparing
its prisoners, particularly its term—
to-life prisoners, for a successful
release. After so many decades of
various "interest"” groups
politically tampering with the
system, long ingrained concepts of
retribution are now the norm. If the
State's prison system is serious
about now  returning to  the
rehabilitation table, perhaps they
should look to the Swedes and the
Swiss; a people that have already
proven how successful concepts of
rehabilitation can be.
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PRISON OVERCROWDING

A sacramento County District
Attorney, Jan Scully, was only able
to drum-up 14 other district
attorneys from throughout the State
of California, to file a motion in
the federal court opposing any
possible consideration of a prison
"population cap" order, due to
overcrovding.  The ‘"Motion  to
Intervene" was filed August 14,
2007, and is primarily supported by
various ‘sheriff's unions and other
pro-lock'em up prosecutors. (See
Sacramento Bee/8-15-07)

PRIORITIZED PROGRAMMING

Maybe it's time we focused on
some well grounded, true efforts
that can assist prisoners upon

release. Many folks fail to realize
that a lot of prisoners are not very
experienced in areas of basic
responsibilities.  For  example,
paying bills, achieving a credit
rating, mortgage payments, etc-
Budgeting their income creating a
stabilized, balanced everyday life.
Any pre-release or re-entry type of
program should include these. In
fact, these should be available year
round to any prisoner.

Some type of ability to gain
access to the local D.M.V. could
make it easier for a pre-parole
prisoner to gain access to a
registration, and driver's license.
These are simple steps that could
prevent simple violations of parole.
There is also a need to acquire
assistance in finding certain legal
documents such as Birth Certificates
Social Security Cards, Diplomas,
etc. Many of these items will be
essential upon parole.
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When you consider how many times
the parole board has recommended
programs such as A.A., N.A., and
other forms of substance abuse
programming (particularly  for
term—to-life prisoners) it would be
helpful if the prison system had
some form of ‘'bridge" that would
connect the prisoners with the need,
to the program itself.  True
rehabilitation is normally going to
require an overall make-over that
requires assistance on all levels.
Giving somebody $200 on the way out
of the gate, only provides them with
the ability to get wherever they're
going. It does not give many the
chance or opportunity that is needed
to survive, let alome, give back
anything to society.

Some  correspondence courses at
the college level are now available
to those who can afford the course
books, and fit certain criteria.
Even cooking lessons should not be
out of the question. Rehabilitation
is the start of a new beginning.
There is always the need for
improving a persons verbal and
commnication skills. A lot of men
may have been raised in the streets
and simply don't know proper
communication. Certain types of
etiquette could even be improved
upon. Perhaps even a little help
with grooming and dress attire.
First impressions say a lot about
who you are, as well as how you
communicate with people. Training in
all of these areas can give you a
better chance at succeeding in the
new society we live in today. A
check for $200 might buy you a
ticket on a bus, train, or plane,
and maybe one meal, but after that
~it's all you.

When the prison said they'd

provide $200, clothing, and
transportation upon parole; we

probably should have paid attention
to the details...

LEGAL SCHOLARS SPEAK

"The Legislature has been failing
the people of California for 30
years, and as one who has worked on
behalf of men and woman in prison, T
can attest to the immeasurable human
toll in compromised health and
vasted life that exists behind those
walls as a consequence of political
manipulation and our collective
indifference.

I can only be grateful there are

federal judges willing to hold the
Constitution in one hand, and the
evidence of neglect in the other,
and then promise all Californians,
free or imprisoned, that the law
will be obeyed."
-Attorney  Catherine Campbell,
June/2007- (If you wish to reach
Ms.Campbell, please feel free to
contact: cathsoup@comcast.net)

1111/ /7117 1111/
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According to Bill Sessa, a deputy press secretary for California's prison
system, nine term-to-life prisoners were released from prison by an order of
the Courts in 2006, after the prisoners had filed a petition for habeas corpus
against the parole board -and won. (SF Weekly/8-15-07)

Y 11111117 11111117

A study of 658 paroled term-to-life prisoners, conducted by Correctional
Services of Canada, over a 15-year period (1975-1990) found that only 9% had
committed new offenses within the 15 years. Of the 658, fewer than 1%

(5 people) committed a violent crime. (SF Weekly/8-15-07)

11111117 11111117 11117117

Board of Parole Hearings (BPH) Commissioner Belinda Harris-Ritter, herself an
attorney whose father and step-mother were murdered, made the following
statement in a letter to the CA Senate Rules Committee after resigning her BPH
position in January of this year: "I would be fine with a law that stated
convicted murderers shall never be released from prison. But that is not the
law we have. The law states that when these life inmates come up for parole,
they are to be paroled unless it would be a public safety issue. Either follow
this or change the law."

11711117 11111717 11111111

on Rugust 8, 2007, a lawsuit seeking injunctive relief and challenging the use
of "lease-revenue bonds" to provide $7.9 Billion for AB 900 (massive prison
expansions without voter approval) was filed by Taxpayers for Improving Public
Safety (TiPS). Lease-revenue bonds, purchased by the State for the use of
massive prison expansion without voter approval, violates Article XIV, Sec. 1,
of California's State Constitution. (Orange County Register/8-15-07)

11111171 Y 11111177

With the support and encouragement of "Crime Victims United" (CVU) Harriet
salarno, a dental hygienist from San Francisco, has devoted the last 3 decades
of her life organizing victims into a coherent, influential and politically
active special interest group (CVU). Ms.Salarno is quoted as saying: "When
people run for office, we have a stringent procedure. They must come to
Sacramento, and come before our board. We're bombarded all the time for our
endorsement." (SF Weekly/8-15-07)

11171111 11111117 11111117

On August 27, 2007, the CA Senate voted on SB 924. It passed with a party-line

vote of 43 to 42. The bill requires that a "Voter Initiative" be placed on the
Feb. ballot which "asks Bush to bring the troops home". The bill is entirely

symbolic as it mandates mothing. pogo 7
o B
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focusing on issues of primary concern to those serving a long-term
incarceration. All material contained within Voices.Con has been provided
exclusively by California's term-to-life prisoner population, unless
otherwise noted. This information has been designed to also be of potential
benefit in other jurisdictions having term-to-life and long-term prisoners, as
well as interested citizens or family members. No persons affiliated with the
Voices.Con newsletter are lawyers. Information provided herein is not
intended as a substitute for proper legal advice. All questions or comments
on information contained herein should be directed to our Editor, Dave. He

may be contacted by E-Mail at:

voicesinfo@cox.net

visit us at:
NOTICE TO VOICES.CON READERS

The Voices.Con newsletter, and all
previous editions found in our Past
Newsletter link, may now be
downloaded online at no charge. Our
website is intended to provide
families of the incarcerated, and
other interested members of the
public, an intimate look at the
human side of long-term confinement
and the eminent need to reform our
parole laws. The website has several
links (some under construction) that
will permit the user to investigate
and gain insights into past and
current court rulings relating to

Parole law, and familiarize
themselves with who the average
term-to-life  prisoner  is, by
visiting our Survey link. Also
available are links that will

provide visitors an opportunity to
Converse and gain understanding of
this essential information required
to navigate the politics of parole.
Many other very informative prison/
parole reform efforts are linked on
our website at Prisoner Advocacy.

It is our hope that as this
newsletter broadens its circulation
to the public, the public's
perception of term-to-life prisoners
will be broadened as well. We thank
you for your interests in social
Justice and parole reform.

http://enitime.com/voices.con/

CONTACTS=

National Radio Project (NRP)

Attn: Ms. Lisa Rudman

1714 Franklin St., Suite 100-251
Oakland, CA 94612

(Various issue website includes "Prison
Desk" -Interested in hearing current
prison related info from inside.)

Taxpayers for Improving Public Safety
(TiPS)

P.0. Box 255456

Sacramento, CA 95865-5456

(Various prison and parole related
issues are represented before the
Legislature for its membership. Write
for membership info.)

‘WE BUY STAMPS

CLN will pay 55% of face value for
new postage stamps of all denomina-
tions over 20 cents, and 60% for
stamps in undamaged books or
sheets. CLN will reimburse with a
money order to your trust account or
sent to any person, bank or company
you designate. Minimum money order
$10. . Please — no damaged or worn
stamps.
CLN
P.O. Box 687
‘Walnut, CA 91788

Page 8




