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THE SLIPPERY SLOPE OF CONSTITUTIONAL TRANSGRESSION

How very interesting politics become
when the conservative right begins
to experience the effects of the
very precedent they've so vigorously
pursued in the past. In recent days.,
President Obama has announced yet
another trillion dollar bailout
plan, and the U.S. Congress
announced the passage of a bill
placing a 90% tax on any bonus
monies provided to executives who
receive taxpayer bailout money.
These corporate executives, who were
let completely off the leash when
our own government allowed the total
deregulation of the U.S. financial
system, have now become the newest
members of our nation's "unpopular
class." We, as the imprisoned
citizenry of the United States; now
welcome you to the depths of our pit
of civil death. In fact, from what
we've been hearing, some of you rich
folks will soon be our cellmates if
the "populist rage" has its say.
This populist rage is what seems
to have provoked the congress into
passing the 920% "bonus tax" bill,
dramatically siphoning the money
these unpopular executives would

otherwise receive. This outraged the
right-wing conservatives, and
quickly became the topic  of
conversation on the many radio talk
shows and much of the corporate
driven mainstream media. They argued
that the congress has passed a "Bill
of Attainder" in violation of the
ex post facto «clause found in
Article I, section 9, of the U.S.
Constitution. As we've discussed in
previous editions of this
newsletter, a Bill of Attainder is
any act of the legislature that
inflicts a punishment upon persons
supposedly having committed an
offense, but not yet having been
convicted in any ordinary course of

judicial proceedings. In other
words, punishing a person merely
ovecause of their unpopular status.
The  U.S. Constitution also
explicitly prohibits every state

legislature from passing any bills
of attainder or ex post facto law.
This is found in Article I, section
10; "No state shall..pass any bill
of attainder, ex post facto law, or
law impairing the obligation of
contracts..." So as you can See,
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