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AS ADVOCATES CONSIDER

The State of New Mexico recently
joined the ranks of several states
to repeal their death penalty. The
bill that repealed the state's death
penalty was signed by Gov. Bill
Richardson, known to be a longtime
supporter of capital punishment.
Gov. Richardson announced that he
had previocusly toured one of his
state's prisons where life-term
prisoners are housed. He also
visited the cells  where the
prisoners must serve their time.

When giving his opinion as to
whether a 1life sentence 1is a
reasonable alternative to the death
penalty, he commented on the cell-
blocks where lifers are housed by
saying, "My conclusion was those
cells are something that may be
worse than death. I believe this (a
life sentence) is a just
punishment." He actually repealed
his state's death penalty citing his
belief, after touring the prison,
that a 1life sentence would be
"worse than death." This was why he
believed that a life term would be a
socially acceptable "alternative" to
the death penalty.

HUMANE ALTERNATIVES

There  are about 3,000 prisoners
sentenced to life without the
possibility of parcle in the State
of California, alone. There's nearly
30,000 prisoners serving a term-to-
life sentence within the state,
although 29,700 (99%) of those
prisoners are now also serving a
defacto life without parole sentence
due to the choke-hold grip that
special interest groups have on the
state's parole board. MNeedless to
say. the term-to-life  prisoner
community, 1f not quite legally
situated the same as those serving a
life without parole term; can
certainly empathize with those who
also suffer the absurdity of a
punitive and eternal incarceration.

Many organizations within the
U.S. have argued that life in prison
is a reasonable alternative to a
sentence of death. It's easy to see
the lure of such an argument if
one's primary <concern is the
abolition of capital punishment. The
inherent problem with this form of
advocacy 1is that the folks who
advocate for life terms, instead of
death, are not likely to be familiar

Page 1






