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Term-to-Life Prisoners Converse
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EMPLOYING TACT AND CONCILIATION AT GREAT COST

As everyone begins to come down from
their inspired exaltation in having
elected a new president to preside
over their government, many have
already begun to analyze and
prioritize what needs to be done.
Few of those who have access to
Mr. Obama's ear are ~likely to
ever approach the subject of
domestically held priscners,
although the rights of foreign held
prisoners seem to be high on his
list of priorities. We should remain
mindful of the fact that our current
president is a scholar of
constitutional law and his chosen
careers have included service as a
community organizer.

There are two very specific
obligatory aspects of any
presidency. The first is to serve as
the Chief of State, and the second
would be his service as Commander in
Chief over our armed forces and the
chief political duties involved with
each. His current interest seems to

be primarily focused on foreign
diplomacy.

Has the term-to-life prisoner
population given any real

consideration to what kinds of
things might be done on the national
level to improve the many prison/
parole related dilemma's they face?
It seems that most prisoners don't
believe that the president even
bears any significance on how
prisons, and their parole processes,
might operate. Let's explore that

possibility.

When Bill Clinton was first
elected, he was said to be a left-
wing "liberal™ democrat with
"centerist" tendencies. (Sound
familiar?) By 1996, President
Clinton was trying so hard to

appease the conservative right, he
enacted two of the most draconian,
abominations to this nation's
federal constitution. The first was
known as the "Prison Litigation
Reform Act" (PLRA), and the second
was known as the "Antiterrorism and
Effective Death Penalty Act"
(AEDPA). The PLRA has since become
the primary "tool" utilized by the
Attorney General's army of lawyers
to forbid prisoners their right to
petition the court, and deter them
from even trying.
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