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COLLECTIVELY ADVOCATING FOR A COMMON CAUSE

There seem to be countless numbers
of proposed ideas on just how to
approach the many problems related
with a parole process based on
outdated, antiquated concepts. Throw
in a heavy dose of today's politics
that normally surround every crime
related issue, and you'll begin to
see why change is such an elusive
creature.

Many term-to-life prisoners have
grown tired of the seemingly endless
wait for the political winds of
change to come, and have taken these
arbitrary and capricious parole
processes to court. This may be fine
for the few who possess the
prerequisite amount of funding to
launch a proper litigation, or those
who've achievead the education
needed to properly litigate on ones
own behalf, but what about the vast
majority of term-to-life prisoners
who don't have this level of legal
expertise and don't have the tens of
thousands of dollars for legal
representation? Many term~to-life
prisoners will attend 8 to 14 parole
hearings throughout their lives.
Retaining proper representation for

just one hearing, and related post-
hearing litigation, can easily cost
the prisoner and his family in
excess of $20,000. -Now, multiply
that times a potential 14 hearings.
The issues we all face are far
greater and multi-faceted than just
legal and political. Not only do we
suffer a monetary and educational
deficit, but our public- image has
been negatively shaped by the
"politics of <fear" for decades.
There's also thousands of special

interests out there that profit
financially from our continued
incarceration.

What does this all mean? It means
there's plenty of things to go
around for all of us to do. Every
term~-to-life  prisoner has the
ability to empower themselves  in
this effort, regardless of education
or financial status. Many prisoners
believe our issues are primarily
political by nature. If you are
amongst this class, then you should
be staying abreast of the many state
propositions being voted on each
year, and the many bills being
introduced to your state Legislature
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