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AS TNSIGHT AND REMORSE

Parcle suitability for the term-to—
life prisoner seems to have become
quite the science these days. Since
the recent passage of Proposition 9,
and the two very significant parole
related Supreme Court opinions in
Lawrence and Shaputis, the parole
hearing process in California has
since been highly scrutinized. As
everyone should be aware of by now,
the Lawrence ruling forbids the
repetitive denial of parole based
solely on the circumstances of the
commitment offense, the Shaputis
ruling permits the denial of parole
if the prisoner lacks insight or
remorse for his actions, and Prop. 9
permits an unlimited number of
victim's family, friends; and
representatives to attend and
participate in hearings, and permits
the denial of parcle for up to 15
years. In other words, we took ocne
step forward, and two steps back.
During the month of December
alone, The CA parole board wasted no
time imposing 9 denials of parole
for 15 years, 9 denials of parole
for 10 years; and 21 denials of
parole for 7 years. By the end of

BECOME CENTER STAGE

February,; such denials of parcle had
become a regular practice by the
parcle board. A marked increase in
the number of those in attendance
voicing their oppositions to any
grant of parole has alsoc been
experienced. And of course, those in
support of granting a parole date
are still not permitted to attend.

Bzcause the Board may no longer
handout  repeated denials based
solely on the crime, the panel
members have adjusted how they
conduct the hearing. Although they
do still fixate on the circumstances
of the crime, they now lend
additional focus to the prisoner's
insight as to the causative
circumstances that pre-dated his/her
criminal activity, and whether or
not the priscner has expressed any
remorse for his/her actions.
—Interestingly, nobody seems to have
any good idea of Jjust what defines
an acceptable level of "insight" (a
purely psychological question that
parole board members obviously are
not licensed or educated to
determine) or whether some degree of
remorse truly exists.
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