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ESPOUSED OBJECTIVES WITHOUT PRACTICAL PURPOSE?

After decades of an intense effort
to 1incarcerate the masses of the
poor and disenfranchised of this
nation, followed by the many
studies, reports, and statistics,
shouldn't this experiment have drawn
some pretty obvious conclusions by
now, and come to an end?

The 2.5 million pecple who've
been withering away in BAmerica's
prisons and Jjails over the past 3
decades, today, are still given no
clear explanation of Jjust what
rehabilitation consists of, and what
is it that indicates to the state
that rehabilitation has occurred.
-A convenient ambiguity for a parole
board that claims rehabilitation has
not occurred in 99% of the cases
that come before them.

When will the voting public ever
grow tired of being told that their
prison systems are in the business
of public safety, and then finding
that only those who pose the highest
degree of threat to society are
being released from prisons and
being recommitted at the astonishing
rate of 75%? The term-to-life
prisoner population, generally

comprised of those with a commitment
offense defined by law as "violent",
have consistently enjoyed the lowest
recidivism rates throughout every
state in the nation. In California,
the number of term-to-life prisoners
returned to prison for having
committed a new crime after being
released is virtually nil. For those
few prisoners who's .crimes are
defined as ‘"nonviolent", they are
consistently returned to the prison
system with new offenses or parole
violations about 70% of the time.
For whatever reason, it's clear

that the term—to-life prisoner
population is the only true
authority on just what

rehabilitation is, and how to
achieve it within even the worst of
prison systems. This is reflected in
their incredibly low recidivism
rates. Unfortunately, at 1least in
the State of California, about half
of those who's crimes are considered
"violent" are given indeterminate
sentences (term-to~life) and paroled
less than 1% of the time. Most of
the other half of those with a
violent offense are given so many
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