Voices.Con

Term-to-Life Prisoners Converse

EEEEEiiir:"A

Vol. 6, No. 2

www.VoicesDotCon.org

November 2009

IN THIS ISSUE ...

Possible population
cap on CA prisons

tetessessesns..Page 1

Looking inward for
direction

A national effort
focused on parole

sesssesssssesPage 4

Public opinion from
a local blogger

E R Y ..-..++Page4

Governor's big plan
for crowded prisons

Adverse impacts of
prison policies

eeessessass...Page 6

Long-term population
control thru parole?

...... ceee....Page 7

DEPLORABLE PRISON CONDITIONS SPUR MASS EXODUS

California's prison health care
system, a system that for years
has been permitted to cause the
unnecessary death of at least
one prisoner per week, seems to
be finally getting fed its first
big fix compliments of the
federal judicial system. Two
very significant developments in
the Coleman/Plata case
(contesting the lethal levels of
health care due to overcrowded
prison conditions) were
announced by the federal courts
within the previous couple of
months.

We published the three-judge
panel's order in our October/09
newsletter. As you may recall,
the order required the California
Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation (CDCR) to submit
a detailed plan of how they
intend to reduce the state's
prison population down to 137%
of design capacity within two
years. The CDCR has a design
capacity of 79,828 prisoners. At
137% of design capacity, the
CDCR will be required to reduce

its  population to 109,789
prisoners. The current
population sits at about
156,352, or 196% of design

capacity (down from a high of
about 173,000) largely due to
the state's recent efforts to
farm-out its prisoners to out-
of-state private prisons and
curtailing new commitments.

On September 18th the state's

governor filed a 3l-page "plan"
with the three-judge federal
court panel, in response to the
court's Octocber order. (See
summary of this plan on page 5
of this newsletter) By mid
October, an order was issued by
the court which squarely
rejected the governor's plan.
The governor's plan seemed to
represent little more than
another state effort toward
additional prison construction

and more prison expansion, with
little respect given to the
court's  previous order to

decrease the prisoner population
by 44,000 priscners within the
next 24 months. The three-judge
panel informed the governor that
if he cannot submit a new plan,
within the next 21 day pericd,
that complies with the
requirements set forth in the
court's August 4th order, then
the court will issue an order
directing the plaintiff's
counsel to submit a population
reduction plan that meets the
minimum standards set forth in
the court's previous order.

The State Attorney General's
office has appealed the
implementation of the prison
population cap plan/order; to
the U.S. Supreme Court. On
September  15th, the United
States Supreme Court denied the
Attorney General's Motion to
Stay (delay) the three-judge
panel's order. This would tend
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