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NEVER ENDING ROADS TOWARD FISCAL CALAMITY

The term-to-life prisoner
population patiently remains
vigilant as California's state
government continues to send
its prison system into a
downward spiral. Under the guise
of budget cuts, we are now
seeing the skeletal remains of
any positive rehabilitative or
educational programs being
removed, and at a time when so
many have voiced the dire need
to move toward additional
rehabilitative programming in
address to the state's 70%
recidivism rate.

Contrary to public opinion
and several State and Federal
Court mandates, the right-wing
conservative "law enforcement"
lobbies continue to maintain
their stronghold on all state
government prison agencies. On
their agenda is the construction
of additional prisons (sold as a

cure for overcrowding) and
diverting the funding of
vocational and educational
programs . substance abuse
programs, food services, and
various medical and mental

health programs, in order to pay
for it.

Incredibly, nobody seems to
be pointing out that over the
past twenty years the State of
California has built twenty-one
new prisons, added thousands of
cells to existing facilities,
and increased its prisoner
population eightfold. California

now has the biggest prison
system in the Western
industrialized world, holding

more prisoners in its jails and

prisons than Great Britain,
France, Japan, Singapore,
Germany, and the Netherlands
combined.

This philosophy of cutting

rehabilitative programs and
building more prisons is a
complete reversal from the
recommendations set forth by all
previous Little Hoover

Commissions, the governor's own
current "Expert Panel" which he
himself appointed, and flies in
the face of all recent court

mandates.
The California Board of
Parole Hearings (BPH) that

conducts all parole hearings for
the state’'s term-to-life
prisoners, continues to be
solely comprised of career law
enforcement officers with
staunch anti-parcle employment
histories. This too is contrary
to California's Penal Code
(§5075) which states that those
who are appointed to the state's
parole board "shall reflect as

nearly as possible a cross
section of the racial, sexual,
economic, and geographic

features of the state."

In August of this year, when
a Three—-Judge Panel was
considering ways that the State
of California could reduce its
unconsciocnably overcrowded
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