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NEVER ENDING ROADS TOWARD FISCAL CALAMITY

The term-to-life prisoner
population patiently remains
vigilant as California's state
government continues to send
its prison system into a
downward spiral. Under the guise
of budget cuts, we are now
seeing the skeletal remains of
any positive rehabilitative or
educational programs being
removed, and at a time when so
many have voiced the dire need
to move toward additional
rehabilitative programming in
address to the state's 70%
recidivism rate.

Contrary to public opinion
and several State and Federal
Court mandates, the right-wing
conservative "law enforcement"
lobbies continue to maintain
their stronghold on all state
government prison agencies. On
their agenda is the construction
of additional prisons (sold as a

cure for overcrowding) and
diverting the funding of
vocational and educational
programs . substance abuse
programs, food services, and
various medical and mental

health programs, in order to pay
for it.

Incredibly, nobody seems to
be pointing out that over the
past twenty years the State of
California has built twenty-one
new prisons, added thousands of
cells to existing facilities,
and increased its prisoner
population eightfold. California

now has the biggest prison
system in the Western
industrialized world, holding

more prisoners in its jails and

prisons than Great Britain,
France, Japan, Singapore,
Germany, and the Netherlands
combined.

This philosophy of cutting

rehabilitative programs and
building more prisons is a
complete reversal from the
recommendations set forth by all
previous Little Hoover

Commissions, the governor's own
current "Expert Panel" which he
himself appointed, and flies in
the face of all recent court

mandates.
The California Board of
Parole Hearings (BPH) that

conducts all parole hearings for
the state’'s term-to-life
prisoners, continues to be
solely comprised of career law
enforcement officers with
staunch anti-parcle employment
histories. This too is contrary
to California's Penal Code
(§5075) which states that those
who are appointed to the state's
parole board "shall reflect as

nearly as possible a cross
section of the racial, sexual,
economic, and geographic

features of the state."

In August of this year, when
a Three—-Judge Panel was
considering ways that the State
of California could reduce its
unconsciocnably overcrowded
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fiscal CALAMITY, cont'd

prison population, the court found "also
significant are the actions of the parole
board and Governor in declining to release
prisoners serving terms of 15 or 25 years
to life [term-to-life] who have served
their minimum sentence or more with
unblemished records and are determined by
prison officials not to constitute a risk
to society." (3-Judge Panel Aug/09, Pg.38)

The court continued by explaining that
the prison system need not reduce its
population by only releasing Ilow-level
offenders who tend to have the high
recidivism rates around 70%. Instead, the
court suggested that a risk assessment
instrument should be used to identify the
low-risk prisoners who, according to given
testimony; tend to only recidivate about
17% of the time. (See Pg.5 of this
edition)

The state's eligible for parole term—
to-life prisoner population is almost
exclusively the only group of California's
prison population that are regularly given
(subjected to) psychiatric evaluations
explicitly for the purpose of identifying
the prisoner's level of risk if released
on parole. Multiple risk assessment
instruments are utilized prior to each of
the prisoner's many parole hearings. The
vast majority of these term-to-life

prisoners are
determined to
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state government have no objections to the
idea of releasing the high-risk prisoner
population over the low-risk term-to-life
prisoner population, purely for political
reasons. -Never mind that the people being
subjected to the high-risk are the people
who reside within our society. This would
be the same society that has consistently
demanded additional rehabilitation in its
prisons, each time they've been polled.
Also, the same society that demands that
prison construction come to a stop, each
time they've stepped into a voting booth.

What the citizens of California need to
understand is that it's their own state
government, and its various agencies, that
have become a true threat to society-
Until our society can come to grips with
this unfortunate fact; the many meaningful
efforts toward prison and parcle reform
are likely to create superficial changes
at best.

References: ORDER issued on August 4, 2009
by 3-Judge Panel in Coleman/Plata v.
Schwarzenegger, No. CIV S-90-0520 LKK/JFM.
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This is a clear
indication that
the right-wing
llaw enforcement
and correctiomal
lobbies that
currently have

= stronghold on
California's

COURAGE

All I see around me are dissatisfied
and grumpy faces,
all I hear are sighs and
stifled complaints.

You'd think our lives had taken a
sudden turn for the worse.
Honestly, things are only as bad as
you make them.

Here in the Annex no one even bothers
to set a good example.

We each have to figure out how to get
the better of our own moods!
Every day you hear;

"If only it were all over!"

ANNE M. FRANK

Notice: For more information relating to
the recent ORDER issued in Coleman/Plata,
please be sure to see pages 5 and 6 in
this edition of Voices.Con.
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FOCUSED IN A POSITIVE DIRECTION

As we each go through our daily lives,
we experience, we learn, and we grow. We
do this through our struggles, our
successes, and our relationships with
others. It's an on-going process of
learning who we are, sharing ourselves
with others, and continuing to become the
person that we strive to be. The point
being that virtually everything we
encounter causes us to change and to grow
in some respect. It is up to us as
individuals to ensure that these changes
and the growth that comes from them, is
positive and beneficial to the vision we
have for ourselves.

With each passing day, we make many
decisions which help us to determine our
present and future, and we should be aware
each time how much our decisions may
change us, and point us, in a positive
direction. When we are focused on our
"whole selves" meaning who we are now, and
who we wish to be, then we're much less
likely to base any decisions on an instant
gratification or influence, which doesn't
serve us or our goals over time. If our
inner focus remains strong, then we are
better able to understand and follow
through with each of our decisions, and

guide ourselves in a positive direction of
change and growth.

The truth is there are many of us that
live too much in the moment and seek only
to satisfy our immediate needs or desires.
When we take a broader look at our lives
we realize that we've made almost no
progress in our lives; that we are pretty
much in the same position we were in a
month ago, a year ago, or even longer.
This is a trap that's difficult to become
aware of and then change, particularly
while in the midst of it. A person can
easily become blinded by the immediate
struggles of daily life, without really
seeing the big picture of their lives, and
in which direction they're headed. This is
akin to the CEO of a company or captain of
a ship, esach having to guide themselves
through the daily turbulence that comes
their way, but always following their
greater purposes and long-term goals. They
only see the turbulence in the abstract,
as a temporary distraction, but it doesn't
change them or their course. Their vision
is always on the horizon, towards where
they want to be. We should always strive
to be the captain of our ship.

And finally, we should always be aware
that each one of our experiences will
change us in some way, and whether it's a

BPH SE:TS OR HOW HIGH THE GOVERNOR SETS THE BAR, WE CAN 'HELP

Over 500 hearings gives us the EXPERIENCE to guide you to the earliest possible
parole date. We have worked with hundreds of inmates providing the legal support
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